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Insects and Plants

. Many insects have tight relationships with plants

* ~30% of bees only feed their developing larvae pollen from a
specific genus or family of plants

« Butterflies — larvae eat plant tissues
* Bees —larvae eat pollen that was collected by adults

* If we provide the plants insects need to survive, there
can be conservation success stories

Dr. Jessica Petersen
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« “The term “prairie chicken” is here |

used in the same sense as it is used by f (¥

most sportsmen, namely, as inclusive
of both pinnated and sharp-tailed
grouse. (Leopold 1931)

* “Thirty years ago the Sharp-tailed
Grouse were distributed over njiie
the entire State [MN], but wert}
popularly distinguished from P

Grouse. (Hatch 1892)
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| ocations/ day whereas 10 years ago
overweae k2 period. | f power is reduce
GPS is stild]l being recorded and wil
the bird is out in the sun again al

; Nest Survival :
Conservatlon . Annual differences more important explaining nest survival

. than grazing treatments ' : .
GraZlng StUdy « Drought in 2021 - baseline nest survival in pre-grazing year
Take Homes year

+ Flooding in 2022 - lowest nest survival, also the grazing
- Late spring in 2023 - highest nest survival, also the post-
grazing year

* Impacts of grazing on vegetative cover dissipated by August in
the post-grazing year, more new grass after grazing

pn, J., C. L. Roy, J. Haus, and B. Hiller.
pted. Greater prairie-chicken nest survival and
@ cS /N vegetation structure and composition

Onservation grazing. Wildlife Society Bulletin

Dr. Charlotte Roy

Our Annual Business Meeting foll o\
Maj or announcemeaéat hFe¥rodn A rhreu arle eMR WS
Meeting will take place. i hhdawBuws Ve
meeting ended a |little before 3 p.
agreed this was a dandy venue and
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Article Featuring Teddy a

Moor head, MI nnesot a
Provided By John Voz
Roosevelt brothers bag me

On September 15, 1880, two skinny rich kids from
New York stepped off the train at Moorhead's Northern
Pacific depot. Both carried brand new shot guns. They
appeared no different than any other eastern sportsmen
who travelled to hunt western game, but one of these
would one day be President of the United States. That
year 21-year-old Theodore Roosevelt and his 20-year-old
brother, Elliott, spent 10 days hunting ducks and upland
game in Clay County’s sloughs and stubble fields.

In this part of the country, Roosevelt is best remembered
for his sporting and ranching activities in western North
Dakota. But those days were still years in the future for
young Teddy. This trip to Clay County was his first
exposure to “The West." Indeed, he had never before
been west of Pennsylvania.

Roosevelt was raised in a wealthy family but wasn't
pampered. He was a small, sickly child, subject to
terrible asthma attacks. When he was 12 his father told
him, "You have the mind, but you have not the body,
and without the help of the body, the mind cannot go as
far as it should. Theodore, you must make your body."
Young Teddy reportedly threw “back his head in
characteristic fashion® and "with a determined flash of
his teeth® swore, "Father, I will make my body." From
that time on throughout his life Roosevelt followed a
strenuous campaign of boxing, rowing, swimming,
horseback riding and hunting to build himself up and
improve his health. This aggressive self-challenging
became an important part of his personality and
character.

It’s not surprising that TR and his brother would travel
west to hunt. Teddy had graduated from Harvard that
spring and was undoubtably excited by Elliott’s stories
of his hunts in West Texas. But the timing is strange. In
January, Theodore became engaged to Alice Hathaway
Lee. They were to marry in October. Theodore was
deeply, absolutely moon-eyed in love with Alice. He
spent every moment he could with her that summer and
wrote of her endlessly in his personal diaries when they
were apart. Why would he decide to leave her for a
seven week tramp in the west? Roosevelt kept the reason
secret nearly until his death. In 1918 he confided to his
friend and Hermann Hagedorn that in March
1880 his doctor had told him he had a serious heart
ailment and that he must avoid all physical exertion, that
he "must not even run up stairs.. or his life would be a

Portrait taken in Chicago, July, 1880, on the way to the
hunting trip of that season.

From “My Brother, Theodore Roosevels, * 1932, by Corinne Roosevelt Robinson

short one.” Another man may have found a rocking
chair and taken up checkers. Not Roosevelt. He replied
"Doctor, | am going to do all the things you tell me not
to do. If I have to live the sort of life you have
described, I don’t care how short it is.” That summer
his asthma and other health problems returned, so
naturally (for Roosevelt) he began planning the western
trip.

Actually, it appears that very little planning went into
the trip. After a heartfelt goodby to Alice, Theodore
met Elliott and took a night train to Chicago on August
16. Beyond that, they had no other real destination in
mind except, eventually, Moorhead, where their cousin
and boyhood chum Jack Elliott had recently moved. (We
know very little about Jack or what he was doing in
Moorhead. He's not listed in the June 1880 census, in




early city directories or in area newspapers.)

Teddy and Elliott arrived in Chicago in the middle of a
Mason’s convention and barely found hotel rooms.
Eventually they convinced a man named Wilcox to haul
them to his farm 60 miles northwest of Chicago to hunt.
For nine days they hunted that area by foot and wagon,
found a few birds and generally filled Theodore's pledge
to his pessimistic doctor. TR thoroughly enjoyed the
exercise and his brother’s company but missed Alice
terribly and was disgusted with the hunting. He declared
the country "shot out" and they returned to Chicago.
After a few days they tried again farther west near
Carroll, IA. As in Illinois their accommodations were
lousy and just as their hunting improved, Theodore
broke his second and last shotgun. Back to Chicago.

There they each bought a new shot gun, Theodore's a
fine E. Thomas, Jr. double-barrelled 10 gauge. The two
guns cost $525, a huge sum in 1880! Suitably armed and
equipped with a "stiff jointed pointer with a stub tail”
and "a yellow, fool idea of a setter” pup, they arrived in
Moorhead, quickly hired a buggy and set off for "some
huge stubble fields" on the bonanza farms just outside
town. Here in Clay County they finally found good
hunting.

They could hardly have come at a better time for bird
hunting. The county was covered with a wonderful,
diverse mix of wetlands, tall grass prairie and wheat
stubble fields. The summer and fall had been rainy, the
sloughs were full of water. Local newspapers declared
the "duck crop is grading No. 1" with hunters bagging
huge numbers.

a-game in Clay County

The mix of grass and cropland produced diverse upland
game. Clay County’s prairies originally held only
sharptail grouse. As more land was opened, pinnated
grouse or prairie chickens moved up from the south
east. In Illinois and lowa the Roosevelts had

seen only prairie chickens, the sharptails were gone. By
1900 the same was true here. Eventually, intensive
farming forced out the prairie chickens.

The boys quickly bagged a dozen birds, but returned “to
the miserable old hotel® when their pointer encountered
a skunk. There they met Jack Elliott and spent the
evening and the next day visiting. They hired a wagon, a
team and "a solemn old German" guide and driver and
headed north past the Buffalo River hunting sharptails in
the stubble fields and ducks in the sloughs. Theodore
especially had a good day. He saw (and bagged) his first
jackrabbit and shot better than Elliott. (This was
unusual. TR, the famous sportsman, was never a great
wing shot.) They hunted until dark and “drove five
miles in the light of the full moon to the rough but
comfortable house of a [Norwegian] settler” along the
Buffalo.

There Theodore sat up most of the night fighting asthma
attacks. The next day he was racked with terrible
stomach cramps but had the best sharptail hunting of his
life. They travelled east past Glyndon toward Hawley
hunting grouse feeding in stubble in the morning and
evening and moving into prairie grass at midday. They
found “innumerable” grouse and chickens and shot an
amazing 61!! [No limits in those days.] Then it was
(Continued on Page 10)

The City of Moorhead in October 1880, just weeks after Roosevelts’ visit. The view is to the northeast from where

Sportland sits today.

Flaten/Wange Collection

15



Roosevelt (Continued from Page 9)
back to Moorhead and a better hotel.

The next day with a new driver ("a stocky little
barkeeper and a nice little fellow") they wandered over
30 miles in a cold, driving rain, got lost several times
and wound up in another Norwegian's cabin. Theodore
slept "on the floor under a buffalo robe, the wind
howling round the neat but frail little house."
Characteristically, Roosevelt called it "a lovely night."

After a day of ducks and prairie chickens in the rain,
they headed to Moorhead.

Next the Roosevelts tried some camping. They "started

mired in a slough. ...... killed several ducks from the
wagon and finally hid behind some wheat sheaves and
shot two geese out of a flock which flew overhead.” At
dusk they made camp in the trees on a bend in the
Buffalo River. They had no tent "or even a frying pan®
but feasted on ducks "roasted on pointed sticks.”

This raises a troubling question. Although Roosevelt was
later a dedicated conservationist, there must have been
terrible waste on this trip. How does one eat 61 grouse

in one day?

Also disturbing are the questionable tactics they used on
ducks the following morning. Roosevelt wrote, "before
we had risen in the morning...we were roused by the
whistle-of-wings, as a flock of ducks flew by along the
course of the stream.... lying in our blankets we could
plainly hear all the motions. First of all, the whistle-
whistle of their wings; then the long-drawn splash-h-h-
plump; and then a low, conversational quacking. It was
too dark to shoot, but we got up and ready, and strolled
down along the bank of the river opposite where we
could hear them; and as soon as we could see, gave
them four barrels and picked up half a dozen scaup
ducks.” Apparently pot-shooting sitting ducks was
acceptable behavior in 1880.

They hunted stubble fields around Hawley the next day
and camped again along the Buffalo. Their final day of
hunting it rained so they jump-shot ducks around a big
slough. TR went “head-over-heels in a mud hole, gun
and all® and called it "capital fun.” Back in Moorhead
that evening they visited Jack again and TR wrote, "we
have had great fun on this trip; I have never had a better
hunt; but I am awfully homesick for Alice, and shall be

t00 delighted to see her again.”

They spent another day with Jack and left on the 25th,
the trip having done Theodore’s health "a world of
good."”

Roosevelt carefully recorded each day's bag. The two
killed 404 animals on the 24 day hunting trip. Two-
hundred eight were shot in eight days in Clay County,
including 70 sharptails, 77 prairie chickens, 12 plovers,
37 ducks, 2 jackrabbits, 2 geese and assorted doves,
coots and grebes. That’s represents a tremendous
slaughter in today’s standards, but it was not unusual for
that time.

It’s tempting to speculate on how TR's trip to Clay
County might have later affected his decision to move
west. That fall the Northern Pacific Railroad had just
reached the Little Missouri. Local and Chicago
newspapers carried vivid descriptions of the Badlands of
Dakota and their resources. In 1883, after another spell
of bad health, TR travelled west to hunt buffalo in the
Badlands and invested in a ranch. Soon after, his mother
and beloved Alice died within hours of each other. Grief
and loneliness nearly destroyed Theodore.
Characteristically, he responded by going to the loneliest
place he had ever known - the Badlands of Dakota.

Carlton Putnam in his definitive biography of Roosevelt
says of his first trip west "....one can detect a turning to
‘the west' for certain inspirational values peculiar to it.
What Theodore appeared to be seeking was a psychic
tonic related to the wilderness which even Maine [where
he had hunted as a youth] was now unable to satisfy...
From this time forward, Theodore, when he could,
would pit himself against the virgin wilderness -
preferably in the epic setting of the American Pioneer -
because body and mind together found nourishment in
the process.”

A History Lesson, ca 1916

“There is nothing that changes so much as the
past, at least that part of the past that gets writ-
ten. Nowadays history
ends, and broadened, o, and includes all sorts
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