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Editorôs Note:  
Belated Spring Greetings to the Flock! 
Throughout much of the Prairie 
chicken range in Minnesota, weather 
conditions have been favorable overall 
for fair to good hatches. Stay well!  
RHH 

Review of the MPCSôs 52nd Annual Meeting 
By Ross H. Hier 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The 52nd MPCSôs Annual Meeting was held in Detroit Lakes at the 
Minnesota State Community and Technical College. The evening prior 
to the meeting found numerous prairie and prairie chicken supporters 
enjoying beverages and chatter at Buckôs Mill Brewing. Your Editor 
did attend the Friday Pint Night and it was a very enjoyable time; 
seeing some friends whom he had not visited with in numerous years. 
Once again, Buckôs Mill Brewing provided a share of beer costs to 
MPCS.  
The 52nd Annual Meeting got underway at 09:40 with Area Wildlife 
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Manager Rob Baden, provided the crowd with ñhouse-keepingò items. 
President Brian Winter welcomed all attendees and thanked the 
meeting  organizers (R. Baden, J. Voz, P. Doll, S. Salvevold, M. 
Mecklenburg and T. Issendorf) for a job well done. He also announced 
that the 53rd Annual Meeting will be held in Twin Valley. 
M. Mecklenburg provided a brief account of the morning field trip. 
Although there were just a handful on the early morning adventure, 
they were witnesses to numerous prairie chickens and other native 
prairie residents and migrants. It was a lovely morning with a 
temperature of 40 F and not much wind.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The dayôs first presentation was a land acquisition update on projects 
being done by MPCS and Pheasants Forever (PF). Jake Granfors, PFôs 
Minnesota Public Lands Manager and Rob Baden, MNDNR Area 
Wildlife Manager presented information to the group. Since the 
partnership between PF and MPCS started, approximately $17,844,315 
has been used to secure 5,727 acres in Minnesotaôs prairie chicken 
range. Those funds have also been used to leverage $1,200,000 in 
North American Wetland Conservation Act (NAWCA) funds and 
$409,000 in private landowner donations. Thus far, the split in  
ownership of the acquired lands is 11 Wildlife Management Areas 
(State) and 8 Waterfowl Production Areas (Federal). All grant dollars 
prior to FY25 for fee title acquisition have been spent but some 
restoration funds still remain. For FY25, approximately $1,600,000 
remain. FY26 funds will be available on 1 July 2025 and will be 
around $3,000,000; our FY27 request of $12,000,000 from the 
Outdoor Heritage Fund will likely receive around $4,000,000. 
Recent acquisitions include the 321 acre Haymakerôs WMA; it cost 
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about $1,300,000 and is situated in the Rothsay area. The Nelson tracts 
(161 acres)  abut Doran Lake WPA and were acquired for $1,120,000. It 
is just south of Hawley and it has helped create over 900 contiguous 
acres of public land over a distance of nearly 3 miles. There is a 
potential acquisition that is 6 miles west of Fergus Falls. It too would 
connect some other public lands. The price will likely be around 
$2,000,000 but some funds may come from another source as well. Rob 
noted the Outdoor Heritage Fund Council is very pleased the way in 
which we have been able to spend the grants provided to MPCS. Your 
MPCS Board is doing great things and our passionate members make all 
this possible. Both PF and MPCS are thankful for the great partnership 
we have developed.    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Jake Granfors of  Pheasants Forever 
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Area Wildlife Manager Rob Baden 
 

The next presentation was mostly a virtual one featuring USFWS 
biologists Shawn May and Tyler Zimmerman. They reviewed recent 
federal additions to WPA holdings and current or proposed restoration 
work on these new public lands. Since 2017, there have been 8 WPA 
additions consisting of  1,800 acres. These tracts are located from south of 
Mahnomen to just east of Barnesville é good prairie chicken country. 
Shawn then highlighted 3 new tracts. The Lange tract was acquired in 
2024 and is 186 acres in size. Restoration work is ongoing and consists of 
wetland restorations,  fence and tree removal along with some native grass 
and forb seedings. The Prairie Rose unit is a very substantial 932 acres in 
Mahnomen County. There is much restoration work to be done here. The 
tract has many drained wetlands  which will be restored. Tree removal is 
ongoing. Via leases, different parts will be farmed for several years and 
then restored into native prairie grasses and forbs. The Nelson tracts near 
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Hawley consist of 161 acres from 2 of 4 tracts acquired at auction. These 
tracts butt-up to Doran Lake WPA and add to a good stretch of public land 
under WPA holdings. Parts of it will be broadcast-seeded with natives in 
the fall of 2026. 
Attendees took a break from presentations and mingled until called back 
for more agenda items. Post-break found attendees witnessing the 
acceptance of this yearôs Barb and Terry Lydell Scholarship ($1,000). 
Barb was unable to attend to be a part of this occasion but sent her 
regards. Judges for this yearôs scholarship noted that this was the most 
competitive group of applicants they had ever judged. There is no doubt 
this scholarship is gaining more attention each year. The recipient out of 
the 10 applicants was Ethan Halstead of Riverdale, ND. He is completing 
his sophomore year at the University of North Dakota. Ethan maintains a 
4.0 GPA and is also a savvy, young field student. He has assisted former 
scholarship winner, Cailey Isaacson, on her Ph. D. studies of Wild turkeys 
in ND. He has done much volunteering in a variety of venues too. He is 
also very involved with The Wildlife Society at the University of North 
Dakota. He is highly skilled with drones; these ñnew toolsò to wildlife 
studies and management will serve him well in future endeavors in 
wildlife work. Congratulations to Ethan!  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

MPCS President Brian Winters presenting Lydell Scholarship winner 
Ethan Halstead with a $1,000 scholarship check. 
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Our next speaker was Dr. Jessica Petersen of the MNDNR. She is an 
entomologist and has been leading much research in recent years on 
native bees in MN. She told the audience that many of our native insects 
have very tight relationships with plants needed to complete their life 
cycles. Butterfly larvae feed on plant tissues whereas bee larvae eat 
pollen collected by adult bees. Host plants  are often a specific group or 
even just a single species. Jessica highlighted the Andrewsô Cellophane 
bee (Colletes andrewsi) as an example. This bee species specializes on 
the pollen of a single native prairie plant, Alumroot (Heuchera 
richardsonii). Prior to 2022, we knew very little about this bee. Jessica 
led a Mark-Release-Recapture study to estimate this species population. 
She marked the bees with a single color on the thorax. Populations were 
found to be small with recapture quite high. Dispersal was very small in 
distance and was absolutely tied to Alumroot. She quickly learned 
populations could be estimated simply by visual counts; no need for 
marking the bees. This study shows we need more Alumroot seed in the 
seed mixes of grassland restoration efforts.  
In MN, there are about 170 species of butterflies and many are native 
prairie specialists. We are finding that some species are in extremely low 
numbers and there is little known abut their life histories. The Regal 
Fritillary butterfly has become extant from some of its former range in 
eastern states. It is still here in MN but there is concern for its future. 
Host plants for its larvae are various violets; particularly the Birdôs-foot 
violet (Viola pedata). Jessica noted female Regals lay their eggs ñhelter-
skelterò on prairie plants. Tiny larvae overwinter and then move to host 
violets; hopefully finding them. After 2010, MN Regals appeared to have 
decreased substantially in numbers. Anyone who has seen them on an 
open prairie know just how fast and flashy this butterfly species flies. 
However, to the trained eye, Jessica said they can be identified from a 
distance with binoculars. In restoration work, where there are numerous 
violets, violet plugs spread over a wider area will help this species do 
better.  
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      Dr. Jessica Petersen 

 
Just prior to our lunch break, we gave out 2 of MPCSôs coveted ñFriend 
of the Prairie Chickenò awards. Our first award went to Barb Lydell in 
honor of carrying-on the MPCS scholarship; The Barb and Terry Lydell 
Scholarship. Terry was a long-serving MPCS Board Member and the 
scholarship was his fine accomplishment. As many of you know, Terry 
passed away in March of 2024. The legacy of his scholarship will be a 
positive in the prairie world for years to come. Barb was not able to be in 
attendance but we will get the award to her soon. 
The second award was given to one of our Board members and it is well-
deserved. Stacy Salvevold is a tireless volunteer for MPCS and she 
brings a positive, passionate and ñletôs get this done!ò attitude to your 
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Board. She is a major cog in all that MPCS gets done. Congratulations to 
both our award winners; we so appreciate your efforts in prairie and 
prairie chicken work. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
ñFriend of the Prairie Chickenò Award winner, Stacy Salvevold with 

MPCS V-Pres Ross H. Hier 
 

The meeting attendees broke for a very good lunch catered by Shirley 
Kjolberg (Shirleyôs Kruisinô Kitchen Catering). Plenty of foraging and 
clucking was done during our lunch break.  
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Dr. Greg Hoch during his interesting prairie grouse presentation 

 
The first presentation after lunch was by Dr. Greg Hoch of the MNDNR. 
He gave an interesting and confounding talk about the extreme ups and 
downs of prairie grouse and their habitats. Much of his talk highlighted a 
book by Hatch (1892). Consistent burning by indigenous people kept 
many landscapes open. The Heath hen (an eastern prairie chicken 
subspecies) resided on lands in much of the eastern states bordering the 
Atlantic Ocean and interior from there. During the conquest for land by 
European settlers, indigenous tribes were greatly reduced in numbers via 
war, European diseases and famine. The forests of the east filled-in open 
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lands and with less burning in the prairie lands of the eastern Midwest, 
trees pioneered onto grassland habitats. However, in areas in the Great 
Lakes states where vast pine forests were relentlessly logged over a few 
decades, post logging wildfires (e.g., the Hinckley in MN) once again 
opened-up vast tracts of land. Prairie grouse colonized these areas quite 
rapidly only to disappear or hang-on in lower numbers as post-fire woody 
vegetation increased in coverage. The overall message; prairie chickens 
and Sharp-tailed grouse have often ñridden wavesò of favorable habitat 
conditions just as they have struggled when those habitat conditions are 
greatly reduced. 
The last presentation of this yearôs annual meeting was given by 
MNDNRôs grouse biologist, Dr. Charlotte Roy. Charlotte has been very 
busy juggling 3 concurrent research studies; Conservation Grazing and 
Greater Prairie Chicken Nest Survival, Greater Prairie Chicken and Sharp
-tailed Grouse Hybridization and finally Neonicotinoid Impacts on 
Greater Prairie Chickens. 
The grazing and nest survival study (field work completed) saw 3 very 
different years with regards to weather patterns. Hen survival was found 
to be higher in pastures, grazed pastures and pastures containing cows 
than lands with no recent grazing history. Does fencing for grazing effect 
prairie chickens and their predators? Trail cameras on fence posts are 
providing much photo material (thousands of photos) and these are still 
being examined. One finding thus far, mammalian predators traveled 
along permanent fences at higher rates than no fences or temporary 
fences (e.g., single strand electric fences). 
The hybridization study is still gathering annual field data. Suspected 
prairie chicken x Sharp-tail hybrids are collected and necropsied for body 
condition and genetics work. Most hybrids collected tend to be males as 
they manifest themselves to  observers through any displaying behavior. 
Hybrid females are more difficult to discern from any distance. Charlotte 
and crew have collected 41 suspected hybrids at this time. Lab results 
project that prairie grouse in our part of the Greater Prairie chicken range 
are 7.4% hybrids at this time. 
The neonicotinoid impacts study is still in progress. Part of the study 
examines hen survival and movements. Radio tags now weigh only 12 
grams and are solar powered. These tiny radios provide 10-plus hen 



 11 

 

 11  

 

locations/day whereas 10 years ago radios could provide only 30 locations 
over a 2-week period. If power is reduced as a hen incubates under cover, 
GPS is still being recorded and will download data via cell service once 
the bird is out in the sun again and the battery is recharged.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Dr. Charlotte Roy 
 
Our Annual  Business Meeting followed; starting as scheduled at 2 p.m. 
Major announcement from the meeting é the 53rd Annual MPCS 
Meeting  will take place in Twin Valley on 18 April 2026. The Business 
meeting ended a little before 3 p.m. and the annual raffle took place. All 
agreed this was a dandy venue and the efforts of the organizers is greatly 
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appreciated. That wrapped-up the 52nd Annual MPCS Meeting. Thanks 
to all attendees for their continued support! 
 

Getting To Meet Pheasants Foreverôs Marilyn Vetter 
By Ross H. Hier 

 

Your Editor had the pleasure of hearing a presentation by and then 
meeting Pheasants Foreverôs new President and CEO, Marilyn Vetter. 
She succeeded longtime President and CEO Howard Vincent in 2023. 
Marilyn grew-up on a ranch near Anamoose, ND. She is an outdoors 
person! She received her communications degree from the University of 
North Dakota. Since 2015, she held a membership on PFôs National 
Board of Directors before being named to the top leadership position for 
the dynamic conservation organization. Prior to her current position, 
Marilyn held leadership positions at Horizon Therapeutics, Takeda 
Pharmaceuticals and Organon, Inc. She now resides with her husband, 
Clyde, in rural New Richmond, WI. They own and operate Sharp 
Shooterôs Kennel.  
I was able to hear and meet Marilyn when she spoke at her alma mater 
this early Spring for the Annual Glenn Paur Seminar. Her talk 
concentrated on the great importance of communication; from those in 
the field right to the top of PF. There is little doubt she is very strong in 
communication skills. I found her to be very well spoken, full of 
confidence, outgoing, very friendly and ñdown to Earthò,  a lover of 
outdoors and bird hunting. No doubt é PF selected the right person for 
the job.  
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PF President and CEO Marilyn Vetter speaking at the Glenn Paur 
SeminarðUniversity of North Dakota 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

MPCS Editor Ross H. Hier and  PF President Marilyn Vetter 
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Article Featuring Teddy and Elliot Roosevelt in the 
Moorhead, Minnesota Area 

Provided By John Voz 
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The Adventures of  Tympie Nuchus  
By Ross H. Hier 


